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Dr. Stuart Cullen, inaugural chair of the Department of Anesthesia, observes Dr. Ronald Miller performing a regional block.

There are few texts so closely identified with an individual as Miller’s Anesthesia. Since publication of the first edition in 1981, it is difficult to imagine
anyone training in anesthesia, regardless of country of origin or location of training, not having been affected by this book. Miller’s Anesthesia serves as the
definitive source for those practicing or studying anesthesia and its various subspecialties.

Ronald Miller arrived from Indiana and completed his anesthesia training at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) in 1968, which included a
Master’s Degree in Pharmacology, an experience that would inform his lifelong dedication to academic anesthesia. Soon thereafter, Miller left San
Francisco to serve his country in Vietnam, where he cared for wounded soldiers at the Naval Hospital in Da Nang, receiving the Bronze Star for Meritorious



Service. He returned with more than a prestigious medal, as it was during this experience that his interest in transfusion medicine began, and while
serving, he collected data and pursued both the mechanisms of coagulopathy with massive transfusion. This seminal work led to important practice
changes in transfusion medicine. Shortly after returning to UCSF, he began his acclaimed work on neuromuscular blockade, which also led to significant
practice change around the world.

As Chair of Anesthesia at UCSF for 25 years, Miller built a legendary department, training hundreds of anesthesiologists and seeding the world with leaders
in our specialty. More than 20 alumni of the residency (including two of the co-editors) have become chairs of anesthesia in academic departments. He has
had an illustrious career as an academic, publishing nearly 400 papers and accumulating accolades from national and international organizations,
including perhaps the highest honor of being inducted into the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences (now the National Academy of
Medicine). In addition to establishing and leading this text, from 1991 to 2006, Miller served as Editor-in-Chief of Anesthesia and Analgesia, completely
re-envisioning the journal and turning it into one of the leading journals in our specialty, drawing from editors and authors from around the world.

While Miller’s Anesthesia is a team effort, it was the inspired vision of Ron Miller to create this “deep dive” into our specialty. As other texts became
smaller and more concise, Miller had the vision to keep his text comprehensive, even spanning three volumes before transitioning to the two volumes in the
current form. Each edition over nearly 40 years has defined our specialty. We also celebrate the increasing international focus of the book, with authors
and editors from around the globe giving a diverse perspective on our specialty. As we publish the tenth edition, we are deeply aware of the history of the
book, and our obligation to preserve and grow its excellence. We would like to dedicate the tenth edition to those clinicians around the world who served as
the front line in the COVID-19 pandemic.
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